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Many activities continue around the Mission San Rafael Preservation Foundation. Events such as 
our guest lecture series and presentations about our Mission to various groups with an interest 
in Mission history are ongoing throughout the year.   We are hosting a wonderful series of guest 
speakers from diverse and fascinating backgrounds.  Make sure to bring your family and friends! 
(See the calendar on the next page.)

A great big thank you to our guest lecture speakers of 2009!  
Jocelyn Moss and Judy Coy, and their book, Early San Rafael; 

Matthew Frederick, landscape painter, who donated two mission paintings to our Mission 
Museum; Francisco Ortiz, Music Director, Mission San Rafael; Andy Galvan, Ohlone Indian 
and Museum Curator at Mission San Francisco de Asis; Nick Tipon, Sacred Sites Protec-
tion Committee Chair - Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria; George McKale, City of 
Sonoma, Town Historian; and Breck Parkman, California State Parks Archaeologist
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OUT & ABoUT
In 2009, Theresa Brunner, Museum Curator, spoke at the Society for Califor-
nia Archaeology Annual Meeting in Modesto, California.  Her speech was 
regarding Bishop Francis A. Quinn�s visit to Mission San Rafael for the 190th 
Anniversary and the apology that he made on behalf of the Catholic Church 
to the Coast Miwok Indians.
 Also in 2009, representing the Foundation, she attended a week-long tour of 
ten of the Missions of Baja California with the non pro�t organization, Cor-
redor Historico CAREM.  
Ms. Brunner has been appointed as member of the Board of Directors of the 
California Mission Studies Association. By serving on the board, she is repre-
senting Mission San Rafael and there is a greater awareness of our important 
history.

Theresa Brunner is 
the Museum Curator 
of Mission San Rafael

Thank You!

Dr. Kent Lightfoot and 
Regina Lutz, from UC 
Berkeley Department of 
Anthropology.

Dr. Kent Lightfoot of the University of California Berkeley and his student 
Ms. Regina Lutz, who recently completed her senior paper in anthropology 
on the San Rafael Mission site, gave a lecture to a full house in the Mis-
sion in April. In his opening remarks, Dr. Lightfoot noted the importance 
of Mission San Rafael as a buffer between Spain�s Presidio in San Fran-
cisco and Russia�s trading interests located at Colony Ross (Fort Ross) 
on the Paci�c Coast. Caught between these two �superpowers� was the 
native population, primarily Coast Miwok and Southern Pomo. In 1810 
Russian supply ships began to supply Alta California with manufactured 
goods from China including: candles, nails, wheat, barley, tallow, butter, 
pepper, tea, coffee, fabric and porcelain. By 1827, there was regular trade 
between the Russians at Colony Ross and the Spanish Franciscans from 
both Missions San Rafael and Dolores.
Ms. Lutz�s presentation focused on a comparison of 19th century maps 
and surveys that describe the original Mission San Rafael grounds with 
particular attention on neophyte housing.
New information is always discovered and the lectures series is a way to 
stay informed of new �ndings in our local history. See the lecture series 
on the other side and please join us!

April Presentation Provides Historical Insight




